
NAC-10 - Mazinaabidoo’an (bead it on a loom) 
An Investigation of Treaty Agreements 
by Amber Smith-Quail 
 
Overall expectations 

Identify different interpretations of sovereignty exemplified in various art forms.  In this 
instance we will discuss the Two Row, Dish With One Spoon & Niagara Treaty 
Wampums. 

Specific expectations 

Viewing & understanding - explain how Indigenous art forms communicate the 
philosophy and political and cultural values of Indigenous peoples. 

Creating & practicing - produce art forms that have sovereignty as their theme, using a 
combination of traditional and new technologies. 

Applying knowledge - explain how Indigenous art forms can be a means of 
self-expression and collective identity that re-establish sovereign relationships. 

 

 

 
Lesson 1: 
 
Learning goals 
We are learning about and making personal connections to Wampum Belt Treaties 
 
Materials 
- markers 
- pencils 
- pencil crayons 
  
Minds on 
How would you describe a ‘promise’? Have you ever made one? What was your 
promise? How was it made?  Did you keep it? 



 
Action 
Why do we have agreements? How do we record agreements? Where can we look for 
reminders about what agreements have been made? How can they help us? Can you 
name/describe some agreements or promises that we encounter and guide us in our 
day to day lives? 
(prompts: Do we make agreements/promises within our families? Friends? Ancestors? 
School? Community? City? Country? Global community? Natural World?) 
 
 
View the Two Row Wampum and The Dish With One Spoon Wampum 
[brief history about Two Row and the significance of its message - attached notes] 
 
 

 
 
 
[share brief history of The Dish With One Spoon and the significance of it’s message - 
attached notes] 
 

 
 
 

 



 
3 Peace & Friendship Wampums 
 
“I don’t know everything about these Treaties and still have lots of questions.  In the oral 
tradition of Indigenous ways sharing knowledge I will share with you what I know. 
  
Wampums are powerful symbols created first by Indigenous people and later also 
adopted by European settlers.  Wampums are not written documents but a visual 
document whose purpose is to record an agreement – and just like the written ones, 
they keep the covenant between parties alive and in the present. 
 
Wampum agreements were made between families as well as nations and could be 
used to mark such occasions as marriage, hunting grounds and peace & friendship 
treaties. Traditionally, the belts are constructed from Wampum beads, hide and animal 
sinew.  The beads are sculpted from quahog clam shells (purple) and welk shells 
(white).  The process to create the beads is painstaking due to the delicate nature of the 
shell and because each bead in individually hand crafted.  This accounts for the high 
value of these traditional beads.” 
 
 
Two Row Wampum 
“The Two Row Wampum is a Treaty, (also known as the Guswenta) or agreement, 
made between the Haudenosaunee and the Dutch on how they were to treat each other 
and live together. 
 
The Dutch felt that they should live together in a patriarchal relationship; with the Dutch 
in the role of father of the Haudenosaunee people.   They did not want to exist in a 
relationship the child under Dutch rule. The Haudenosaunee responded with this 
Wampum agreement. 
 
The 2 purple rows symbolize a canoe and a ship. The boat are depicted as two 
watercrafts traveling the river side by side, yet neither will attempt to steer the other’s 
vessel. This symbolizes a harmonious existence of non interference.  Each nation, the 
Dutch and the Haudenosaunee, will maintain their own culture, tradition and languages. 
The three white rows of beads symbolize the principles of peace, friendship and mutual 
respect.” 
 
 



 
 
Dish With One Spoon 
“The Dish With One Spoon Wampum is a shared hunting grounds agreement between 
the Anishinaabe and Haudenosaunee nations that was made in 1702.  It has particular 
significance as it represents the first known peace Treaty made on Turtle Island.  It 
predates Confederation and its powers extend from what we now call Montreal to Fort 
Erie and around the Great Lakes region.  Right now, we are all standing on Dish With 
One Spoon territory! 
 
In terms of meaning, the dish itself represents the area which contains the land, water, 
animals, fish, trees, insects, plant life and people.  It reminds us that we are all related, 
and of our collective responsibility to maintain the balance and goodness within the bowl 
that we all reside.  This original agreement, although not always honoured, is still valid 
today.  The agreement being that we must take only as much as we need, it means to 
leave some for others and to keep the bowl and its contents clean.  The spoon, with its 
smooth edges, is unlike a pronged fork or sharp knife.  It is a reminder to walk softly 
upon our mother earth, amongst our sisters and brothers, and to do no harm.” 
 
 
Niagara Treaty 
“What we may still not know:  Wampum belts were also created by non-Indigenous 
people.  An example of settlers adopting this form of agreement is The Covenant Chain 
Treaty, (which was agreed to by Sir William Johnson for the Crown and 24 Nations for 
the Haudenosaunee, Seneca, Wyandot, Algonquin, Nipissing, Ojibwe, Mississaugas 
among others).  It was to establish the relationship that was supposed to be honoured 
by the new settlers moving into what would become Canada. 
 
A ‘tell’ that this treaty was created by settlers is that the design includes numerals and 
reads left to right. It has been explained to me that if  we look at Wampum treaties 
created by Indigenous people they actually hang lengthwise.” 
 
 
 
Consolidation 
What we should know by this point:  Treaties are formal, legally binding agreements that 
detail promises and obligations between people, families and Nations. 
 



Wampum belts were created by Indigenous and non-Indigenous folk as Treaty 
agreements between their respective Nations. 
 
 
Question:  “Have these agreements been honoured? If so/not how?” 
 
 
 
Brainstorm:  What’s in your Dish? 
 
“As a treaty person living in Dish With One Spoon territory, draw a representation of 3 or 
more elements/good things found in your Dish.” 
 
Homework  
“Consider what would be in your own visual agreement if you were to create one. How 
would you convey your message? What shapes and colours would you use in it’s 
design? Would it include words, numerals, letters, words, patterns, icons and/or 
symbols?”  (Put on google classroom) 

 
 
Lesson 2: 
 
Learning Goals 
Students will design and create their own art (bead loom/beadwork/embroidery) to 
visually express their understanding of treaties/agreements through an Indigenous lens. 
 
Materials 
Graph paper 
Tape 
Pencils, pencil crayons & markers 
Sharpie 
 
or 
 
Pencils, pencil crayons, markers 
Sharpie 
 



 
Action: one of two choices below 
 
“Using graph paper (in preparation for bead loom) and pencil crayons or markers: 
consider and design your own personal agreement that reflects something that is 
important to you. The design can include patterns, words, numerals, icons and symbols. 
Graph paper should be taped inside your sketchpad for future reference” 
 
“Drawing directly in your sketchbook, (in preparation for bead/embroidery), use pencil 
crayons/markers to design your own personal agreement that reflects something that is 
important to you. The design can include patterns, words, numerals, icons and 
symbols.” 

 
Lesson Plan 3 - 7 
 
Learning Goal 
Visual connection to agreements 
 
Materials:  
Bead looms 
Synthetic sinew 
Beads organized into sizes 
Beading needles 
Scissors 
Beading surfaces 
Zip Loc bags 
Small bead bags 
Sharpie 
 
or 
 
Fabric 
Embroidery thread 
Embroidery needles 
Embroidery hoops or interfacing 
Scissors 
Craft beads 
Water colour paints & brushes 



Sequins 
Zip Loc bags 
Sharpie 
Note:  Label all looms, muslin and bags of material (sinew, fabric etc) with student 
names and NAC-10 class numbers in order to maintain organization. 
 
 
Minds On 
Check in.  Question: How many students are still working on their design? How many 
are finished? How are you feeling about this assignment?  What kinds of challenges 
did/are you encountering? Any suggestions on how one might overcome those 
challenges? 
 
Check in. Discussion about news of the Wet’suewet’en, their supporters and opposition 
Check in. Discussion about difference between Elected Chiefs & Hereditary Chiefs 
These discussions are current events that demonstrate broken agreements. 
 
Demonstration of how to string a loom.  Watch video.  Video will shared to Google 
classroom. There will be an example available for the students to visit and examine. 
 
 
[circulate making sure to check in first with those who indicated they were experiencing 
challenges with the assignment] 
 
 
Action 
Continue: to complete unfinished personal agreements.  Once the design is complete, 
transfer this design to a bead loom or fabric. 
 
“During this exercise we will remember a teaching from the Dish With One Spoon: 
“Take only as much as you need and leave some for others.”  
“As with the Dish With One Spoon teaching about keeping the Dish clean for others, we 
will remember to leave the supply area in a tidy and organized condition.  At cleanup 
time we will leave the classroom tidy” 
“We will also treat the beads with respect by picking them up should they fall on the 
floor.  In Anishinaabemowin, (Ojibwe language) the word ‘bead’ translates to ‘little spirit’ 
(manidoominens).  We do not want any lost little spirits in our classroom.” 
 



Other teachings:  “Remember, we are all learners and we are all teachers.  In order to 
master beadwork we must all help/teach each other.”  
 
 

 
Lesson 8: 
 
Consolidation: Write 2 paragraphs.  One explaining the use of Wampum belts as 
visual treaties on Turtle Island.  The second explaining the message that you hope your 
loomed beadwork will convey to those who view it. What elements of design and colour 
did you use to express your message in the place of a written document? 
Do you expect your visual agreement to be honoured or broken? 
How does this make you feel? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
[I would also like to discuss the possibility of choosing 1 class to pilot beading and 
reading, a concept Duke Redbird and I spoke about.  Once most of the class is 
comfortable with their work (lesson 4), we introduce an audiobook for everyone to listen 
to while they work]. 
(Possible titles: The Marrow Thieves, Son of a Trickster, The Absolutely True Diary of a 
Part-Time Indian) 
 
 
 
 
 
 


