
Grade 8 Loom Beading 
The Arts  
Visual 
 
D1. Creating and Presenting: apply the creative process, to produce artwork in a 
variety of traditional two and three dimensional forms, come to understand beading 
D3. Exploring Forms and Cultural Contexts: demonstrate an understanding of a 
variety of art forms, styles and techniques, from the past and present, and their socio 
cultural and historical contexts 
 
 
 
Overall expectations for unit: 
Visual Art, Media Literacy, Geography  

Specific expectations 

Viewing & understanding - explain how Aboriginal art forms communicate the 
philosophy and political and cultural values of Aboriginal peoples. 

Creating & practicing - produce art forms based off their own designs understanding 
techniques and technical aspects of using tools to construct using a combination of 
traditional and new technologies through the creative process.  

Applying knowledge through explanations of how Aboriginal art forms can be a means 
of self-expression and collective identity that re-establish sovereign relationships. 

Focus on Creative Process  

 

 
Lesson 1: 
 
Learning goals 
We learning how to bead loom, indigenous knowledge, mathematical connections 
language grid work, patterning, positioning 
To have an understanding of the historical meaning behind beadwork, representation,  
They must make  their design on graph paper of 15 rows by 30-35 in length  
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Success Criteria  
Have creative process working to make own designs on graph paper  
 
 
Materials 
- markers 
- pencils 
- pencil crayons 
-graph paper  
-looms, beads sinew  
  
 
Minds ON 
I share personal experience about beadwork connections to art language, culture, how I 
was taught and what it means to embody being an artist full time, storytelling and 
patience. Brief explanatory thoughts on the creative process, how this works and the 
mission for students to find out what works best for them.  
 
 
Action 
Draw designs on graph paper, color in and prepare to weave loom,  
 
Consolidation 
Traditional forms of crafting, stories, building up relationships, stories visual 
representations of their designs, also family connections.  
 
 
Accommodation  
Some students may need help with coming up with own designs, inspiration, may use 
chrome books,  
 
Assessment  
For: Students will demonstrate what they know about patterning by attempting 
construction and explain reasoning  
OF:  Students can work together and share the process of construction of loom,  
cluminating task is having all looms finished and displayed in school or class.  
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ESL 
For students who are learning English more, time and demonstrations will be needed for 
one on one instructuction, as well having them paired in a strong group to follow along 
with. I find more detailed visual explanations or demonstrations work well.  

 
Lesson 2: 
 
Learning Goals 
Learning and doing technical aspects of preparing their loom with weaving and using 
beads, and beading their designs into the loom.  
. 
Success Criteria  
Have designs finished and  
 
Materials 
Graph paper 
Tape 
Pencils, pencil crayons & markers 
Sharpie 
Pencil crayons, markers 
Sharpie 
 
 
Action:  
 
“Using graph paper (in preparation for bead loom) and pencil crayons or markers: 
consider and design your own personal agreement that reflects something that is 
important to you. The design can include patterns, words, numerals, icons and symbols. 
Graph paper should be taped inside your sketchpad for future reference” 

 
Lesson Plan 3 - 6 
 
Learning Goal 
Visual connection to designs, working on beading, looms, learning to use only materials 
necessary and not be wasteful 
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Materials:  
Wooden bead looms 
Synthetic sinew 
Pony beads  
Beads organized into sizes 
Beading needles 
Scissors 
Beading surfaces 
Zip Loc bags 
Small bead bags 
Sharpie 
Scissors 
 
Note:  Label all looms with student names, and organize and separate all art materials  
 
 
Minds On 
Check in.  Question: How many students are still working on their design? How many 
are finished? How are you feeling about this assignment?  What kinds of challenges 
did/are you encountering? Any suggestions on how one might overcome those 
challenges? Help each other to complete.  
 
Video about 
https://www.powwows.com/native-american-beadwork-a-rich-history-of-cultural-techniqu
es/ 
 
Traditional forms of beadwork, history, styles and techniques history,  
Demonstration of how to string a loom. .  Video will be shared to Google classroom. 
There will be an example available for the students to visit and examine. I will 
demonstrate on prompter as well in small groups.  
 
Success Criteria: All looms are finished, hung up displayed, desings are saved in art 
book for future referenence, leaders help peers, and assist teacher  
 
 
Action 
Continue to complete unfinished personal designs. Help others and prepare for other 
beading projects if completed. Other teachings:  “Remember, we are all learners and we 
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are all teachers.  In order to master beadwork we must all help/teach each other.” 
Patience and concentration is necessary.  
 

Lesson 7: 
 
Consolidation: Write one paragraph answering these questions. What was your 
inspiration for your design provide examples. What was your favorite part of beading on 
the loom? What other type of beadwork would you like to work on? Add any other 
thoughts you would like to share.  
 
As a class we will discuss what we want to do with all the pieces completed hang up in 
display case in the hallway or in the classroom.  
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